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the power of infallibly slaying one’s opponent, though not 
immunity from wounds. 


89. HIRUNDO ATROCÆRULEA. Blue Swallow. 

In March I noticed a flock of these birds several times, 
flying in and out of the high trees on the outskirts of 
Chipete. They roosted every night on the long grass-stems 
in a sheltered kloof hard by, retiring to rest at or before 
sunset, and not rising till after the sun was well up. 


90. Hiruxpo PUELLA. Smaller Stripe-breasted Swallow. 

This is our commonest Swallow, remaining with us 
throughout the year and nesting under ledges in the rocky 
“kraantzes” throughout the district. Baboons are said 
to destroy a large proportion of the nests built in such 
situations. ‘lwo or three pairs of these Swallows build 
annually in my verandah. 


91. PsaLIpoPROCNE ORIENTALIS. Eastern Rough-winged 
Swallow. 

In the summer mouths, at all events, this species appears 
to be nearly, if not quite, as common as the preceding, from 
which it is generally distinguishable by the flash of its under 
wing-coverts as it hawks backwards and forwards, usually 
in the neighbourhood of the forest-patches. 


[To be continued. | 


ITI. —On a Collection of Birds from Western Persia and 
Armenia, By Harry F. Witrnersy*. With Field- Notes 
by R. B. Woosnam. 


(Plate IT.) 


Tne birds described in the following pages were collected by 
Mr. R. B. Woosnam, who accompanied Colonel A. C. Bailward 
during a journey from the Persian Gulf through Western 
Persia to Armenia and across that country to the Black Sea. 


* [The Editors are not responsible for the nomenclature employed in 
this article-—Ipp. | 
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Colonel Bailward, who arranged that Mr. Woosnam 
should go with him in order to procure birds and 
mammals, has most generously presented the collection to the 
British Museum. The authorities of the Museum have very 
kindly allowed me to work out the birds, a task which has 
been a source of great pleasure and interest to me, owing more 
particularly to the fact that I had already made collections im 
part of the same country (cf. ‘Ibis,’ 1903, pp. 501 et seqq.). 

The series of birds obtained by Mr. Woosnam comprises 
about 350 specimens of some 165 forms. Jt contains practi- 
cally no novelties, and, so far as species go, adds little to 
previous records; but it has two features of considerable 
merit. The one, interesting chiefly to the systematist, is 
that it has provided material for a discussion of many of the 
forms described during the last year or two by Baron Loudon 
and M. Sarudny in the ‘Ornithologische Monatsberichte ’ 
and the ‘Ornithologisches Jahrbuch’; the other, of wider 
interest, is that the collection in itself forms an admirable 
object-lesson of the restricted distribution of certain geo- 
graphical forms. 

A glance at the accompanying sketch-map of the route 
taken by the Expedition (Plate II.) will shew that the 
collection was made in a comparatively narrow strip of 
country running for a very considerable distance from the 
south-east to the north-west. Except for the first portion of 
the route, which was on the coastal plain, the journey was 
through a mountainous district, where the altitudes through- 
out averaged much the same, viz., from about 5000 ft. 
to 10,000 ft. The character of the country all along the 
eastern side of the range is, as Col. Bailward tells me, much 
the same, yet about lat. 35° N. there seems to be a dividing- 
line between the avifauna of the north and that of the 
south. In the mountains north of lat. 35°, Mr. Woosnam 
obtained a number of birds which, so far as I know, are 
not found in the mountains to the south of that degree ; 
while in some cases the forms from the northern portion of 
the route are represented in the southern portion by others 
nearly allied to them. 
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Birds collected on the journey Representatives south of 


north of lat. 35° only. lat. 35°. 


Phylloscopus nitidus. 
Accentor collaris. 


Cinclus cinclus caucasicus. Cinclus cinclus persicus. 
Sitta newmayert neumayeri. Sitta neumayeri tschitscherini. 
Parus major major. Parus major blanfordi. 


Parus ater. 

Anthoscopus pendulinus. 

Regulus regulus. 

Anthus spinoletta spinoletta. Anthus spinoletta coutellii, 
Calandrella minor pispoletta. Calandrella minor minor. 
Ligurinus chloris. 

Linota flavirostris brevirostris. 

Pyrrhula pyrrhula. 

Passer montanus. 

Emberiza buchanani. 

Coleus monedula collaris. 

Garrulus glandarius krynicki. Garrulus glandarius atricapillus. 
Perdix perdix, 

There are other birds obtained by Mr. Woosnam south of 
this line which are, I believe, represented by different forms 
north of the linc, although he did not obtain specimens of 
the latter. Such are :— 

Dendrocopus medius sancti-johannis. 
Gecinus viridis innominatus. 

Sylvia orphea jerdoni. 

Sitta europea persica, 

Parus lugubris dubius. 

Parus ceruleus persicus. 

Galerida cristata magna. 

Passer domesticus indicus. 
Emberiza cinerea semenowt. 

In the following pages the references to Dr. Blanford’s 
‘ Eastern Persia,’ vol. ii., are given, for the sake of brevity, 
as B., and in the same way my article in the ‘Ibis’ for 
1903 is referred to as W. An asterisk prefixed to either of 
these initials denotes ‘that the Author did not obtain speci- 
mens of the bird in question. 


Hi£ROFALCO HENDERSONI (Hume). 
$. May 27, Kermanshah, alt. 6000 ft. 
“ Very few seen.” —R. B. W. 
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Dr. Blanford did not obtain any falcons in Persia, but he 
thought (op. cit. p. 104) that this species might be found in 
the north-east of that country. 


Farco susputeo L. [B. 105; W. 561.] 

g. May 9, Dumbauch (Feridan District). 

3. May 12, Barbarud. 

“ A few seen wherever there were trees.’—R. B. W. 


TINNUNCULUS ALAUDARIUs (Gm.). [B. 105; W. 561.] 
3. March 23, Shuteit River. 


Accirirer NISUS (L.). [B. 109.] 


g. April 6, mountains north of Ram Hormuz, alt. 
2800 ft. 


“The only specimen seen.”—R. B. W. 


Cincus erucinosus L. [B. 110; W. 562.] 
g. March 17, Shus, near Dizful. 
“A few seen in the low country.”—R. B. W. 


Mitvus micrans (Bodd.). [B. 114; W. 561. ] 
g. June 1, Sehna. 
2. June 4, Sakiz. 


Astro ACCIPITRINUS (Pall.), EVG] 

Otus brachyotus (Gm.); [B. 116]. 

g. March 16, Shus. 

“ A few scen in the young corn.” —R. B. W. 

Neither Dr. Blanford nor I procured specimens of this bird. 
In the present example the dark markings of the feathers 
are very distinct, and the whole plumage is less suffused with 
buff-ecolour than is usual in European specimens. A skin 
from Fao in the British Museum is also distinetly marked, 
but is slightly more buff in general tone of coloration. 


ATHENE NOCTUA BACTRIANA Hutton. [W. 559.) 
Athene glaux (Sav.); [B. ae |» 

g. March 18, Shus. 

3. April 18, Dopulan, alt. 7000 ft. 

?. June 10, Lake Urmia. 

3. June 21, Lake Van, alt. 5500 ft. 
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CucuLus canonus L. [B. 119 ; *W. 556.] 

ọ. April 6, mountains north of Ram Hormuz. 

“ Not uncommon among the oak-trees.”-—R. B. W. 

This is a chestnut-coloured specimen which appears to 
have freshly moulted. It has no white nape-spot, and is like 
an example which I obtained on April 11, 1898, in Andalucia. 
My specimen was in full moult and the new feathers were 
even of a brighter red than the old. 


CoccystEs GLANDARIUS (L.). [B. 120; W. 556.] 
$. March 6, Bund-i-Kir (Karun River). 
“ Only one seen.’”’—R. B. W. 


Hatcyon smyrvnensis (L.). [B. 121; *W. 559.] 
$. April 2, Ram Hormuz. 
8g. April 8, Mal Amir. 


CreryLe RUDIS (L.). [B. 122; W. 558.] 

8g. March 19, Shus (Kerkhah River). 

This specimen has the base of the tail unspotted, but the 
throat, unlike that of C. r. varia, is also unspotted, while the 
flanks are distinctly streaked. The wing measures 5'8 inches, 
which is considerably larger than that of C. r. varia. 

Merops apiasteR L. [B. 122; W. 557.] 

3 ?. May 16, Burujird. 

Merops persicus Pall. [W. 557.] 

Merops egyptius | B. 123]. 

3834. March 23, Shuteit River. 

Merops viripis L- [B. 124; W. 558.] 

9. Feb. 14, near Bushire. 

Coracias GARRULUS L. [B. 125; W. 559.] 

g. April 6, mountains north of Ram Hormuz. 

g. June 12, Lake Urmia. 

CYPSELUS APUS PEKINENSIS (Swinh.). [W. 558.1] 

Cypselus apus (Linn.); [B. 129]. 

?. March 21, Shuster. 

Urupa epors L. [B. 180; W. 557.) 

8g. May 20, Sehna, alt. 5000 ft. 
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DeNprocorus masor syriacus (H. & E.). 

Dendrocopus syriacus [W. 554]. 

Picus syriacus H. & E.; [B. 130]. 

3 @. April 15, mountains near Mal Amir, alt. £000 ft. 


DENDROCOPUS MEDIUS SANCTI-JOHANNIS (Blanf.). [ W. 554.) 
Picus sancti-johannis Blanf., Ibis, 1873, p. 226; [B. 133]. 
8g. April 15, mountains near Mal Amir, alt. 7000 ft. 

“ A few seen on the higher wooded hills, but they were 
scarce, and I failed to obtain more than one specimen. 
We only passed through the country frequented by these 
Woodpeckers for a few hours one morning, and I never 
heard of or saw any others.” —R. B. W. 

A little further south than where Mr. Woosnam obtained 
this specimen I found the bird common, but I noted that, 
wnlike D. syriacus, it was confined to the oak-woods above 
an altitude of 4000 ft. 


GECINUS VIRIDIS INNOMINATUS Sar. et Loud., Ornith. 
Monatsb. vol. xiii. p. 49. 

Gecinus viridis (L.); [B. 135; W. 555]. 

8g. April 15, mountains near Mal Amir, alt. 7000 ft. 

“ Only one seen.” —R. B. W. 

Wing 160 mm. ; bill from nostril to tip 32 mm., ; tarsus 
25 mm. 

The Green Woodpecker seems to be a rare bird in 
Southern Persia. Dr. Blanford obtained only a worn 
female specimen, and J saw very few and managed to 
procure only an immature bird. Both Dr. Blanford and 
I noted that these birds were much greyer than the typical 
G. viridis, and an examination of Mr. Woosnam’s specimen 
confirms this view, which has been emphasized by M. Sarudny 
and Baron Loudon in their name for the Persian race, 
presumably after an examination of specimens procured by 
the former. The upper parts of this specimen are much 
paler than in typical G. viridis and more bluish, not so 
golden green. The ear-coverts, sides of the neck, throat,* 
breast, and flanks are greyish white with scarcely a tinge 
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of yellow, while the belly is much paler and less buff than m 
G. viridis. 


Lantus Minor Gm. [B. 137; W. 534.] 

$. April 26, Ispahan. 

9. May 8, Miran. 

‘Not uncommon in the gardens from Ispahan to Ker- 
manshah. Scarcer towards Lake Urmia, and not seen after 
leaving the lake.” —R. B. W. 


Lanivs cotturio L. [*B. 137; W. 534] 

&. May 12, Barbarud, alt. 7000 ft. 

?. May 14, Derbend, alt. 6000 ft. 

g. June 16, Diza, alt. 6500 ft. 

2 9. June 27, Lake Van, alt. 5000 ft. 

ó [juv.]. July 26, Sumela, alt. 500 ft. 

“ First seen in the Barbarud District, and from there to 
the coast of the Black Sea at Trebizond they were often 
observed.”—R. B. W. 

From this it seems that the Red-backed Shrike is common 
in North-western Persia. Dr. Blanford did not meet with 
it, and I found it rare; butat Fao, at the head of the Persian 
Gulf, Mr. W. D. Cumming found it common in spring and 
autumn (‘ Ibis? 1886, p. 485). 


Lanivs nusicus Licht. - [W. 534.] 

[3.] April 2, Ram Hormuz. 

2. April 6, mountains north of Ram Hormuz. 
g. April 10, Mal Amir. 


LANIUS SENATOR PARADOXUS A. E. Brehm. 

Lanius auriculatus Müll. ; | B. 138]. 

Lanius rufus Gm. ; [W. 584]. 

? sena ateit River. 

g. Nacho J 

Q. April 2, Ram Hormuz. 

@. April 14, Deh-i-Diz. 

All these specimens have white bases to the middle tail- 
feathers. 
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Muscicara crisota L. -[B. 143; W. 552.] 
8g. May 8, Tiran. 
* A few in the gardens from Ispahan to Trebizond.” — 


RIB. W. 


Muscicsra atricapitta L. [B. 148; W. 552.] 
Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 494; 1891, p. 110. 
$. April 3, Ram Hormuz. 
g. April 8, Mal Amir. 
“« A few scen in the gardens.” —R. B. W. 
Dr. Blanford did not meet with this bird in Southern 
Persia, and I observed only two specimens, but one from 


Bushire and two from Fao are recorded by Dr. Sharpe. 


PRATINCOLA RUBICOLA MAURA (Pall). [W. 547.] 
Pratincola rubicola (L.); |B. 145]. 

g. March 26, Shuteit River. 

g. May 9,) 
9. May 11, § 
? sex [juv.]. June 15, Lake Urmia. 
ọ [juv.]. July 19, Baibort. 


Feridan District. 


PRaTINCOLA HEMPRICHI (Ehr.). [*B. 145.] 

g. March 16, Shus. 

This specimen has the basal half of the middle pair of tail- 
feathers white, while the others are white tipped with black 
(10-15 mm. in length). 

The distribution of this race or species, whichever it be, 
requires to be very carefully worked out. This particular 
bird may have been a migrant. 


SAXICOLA GNANTHE (L.). [B. 146; W. 546.] 
Twelve specimens were obtained, dated from March 21 at 
Shuster to June 28 at Lake Van. 


SAXICOLA ISABELLINA Cretzschm. [B. 147; W. 546.] 

Seven specimens of this Wheatear were obtained, dated 
from March 21 at Shuster te June 27 (a young bird) at 
Lake Van. 
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SAXICOLA DESERTI Temm. [B. 148; W. 546.] 

g. March 26, Shuteit River. 

g. March 28, Ahwaz. 

“A few seen.” —R. B. W. 

The Desert-Wheatear is confined to the low country near 


the Gulf. 


SAXICOLA MELANOLEUCA (Giild.). [B. 150; W. 545.] 
g. March 26, Shuteit River. 

g. April 10, Mal Amir. 

8g @. April 18, Dopulan. 

g. April 21, Ardal. 

g. June 8, Suj Bulak. 

“ Not uncommon among the hills.” —R. B. W. 


SAXICOLA FINSCHI Heugl. 

Saxicola erythrea H. & E.; B. 150. 

3 2 2 [juv.]. June 8, Suj Bulak, alt. 4500 ft. 

9. June 27, Lake Van. 

The young bird is like the adult female on the upper side, 
but is more evenly coloured with sandy grey. There is ne 
black on the throat, which, like the breast, is pale buil- 
coloured. 

The specimen dated June 27 was shot from a nest which 
Mr. Woosnam describes as follows :— The nest was placed 
in a hole about two feet deep, in the sandy bank of a dry 
water-coursc. It was composed of grass and roots, and lined 
with fine roots. It contained five white eggs.” 

The eggs measure 215 X 17 mm. 


SAXICOLA ALBICOLLIS (Vieill.). [W. 545.] 

Saxicola stapazina (.), nec auct. ; [B. 150]. 

8g. April 18, Dopulan. 

Saxicola guddi Sar. ct Loud. (Orn. Jahrb. xv. p. 219), from 
Arabistan, Luristan, and Masanderan, is described as like 
NS. amphileuca H. X E., but with the black of the ear-coverts 
joining that of the shoulder and wings unbrokenly. I have 
never seen such a specimen, and can recognise only twe 
forms of the Black-eared Wheatear, viz.: S. albicollis, the 
castern and typical form, and S. a. caterinæe, the western 
form. 
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SaxıcoLa curysopyers (De Fil.). [B. 151; W. 544.] 
Sex doubtful. April 21, near Ardal, alt. 10,000 ft. 
‘Only one pair seen, on a rocky hill-side.”—R. B. W. 


Saxicota MORIO H. & E. [B. 152; W. 545.] 
g. April 8, Mal Amir. 
$ [?83 ]. June 16, Diza. 
g. June 25, Lake Van. 


Monticona cyanus L. [B. 155; W. 550.] 
8g. March 5, Bund-i-Kir. 

3. April 18, Dopulan. 

3 2. May 21, Bisitun. 


Monticora saxarinis (L.). [B. 156; *W. 530.) 
$. April 18, Dopulan. 

“Only one seen up to Lake Van.”—R. B. W. 

8g 8 ¢. June 20, Bashkala (Lake Van). 


Turdus musicus L. [B. 156; W. 551.] 

g. Feb. 14, near Bushire. 

9. March 4, Bund-i-Kir. 

9. March 16, Shus. 

“ Very plentiful in the bush on the Diz and Kerkhah 
Rivers. Not breeding yet (March 16).”—R. B. W. 

Like other specimens from Southern Persia, these are pale, 
and the buff. which is so conspicuous on the breast and Hanks 
of Huglish specimens, is wanting. In this they resemble 
Siberian and, I think, other continental examples of the 
Song-Thrush. A careful examination of a large series 
would, perhaps, shew that the Song-Thrush which breeds in 
England should be separated, although migrants with grey 
flanks pass through the country. 

There is no record of the Song-Thrush breeding in 
Southern Persia. 


Turpus MERULA syriacus H. & E. [W. 551.] 

Turdus merula L.; [B. 157]. 

g. March 18, Shus. 

8g. April 16, mountains near Mal Amir. 

8 [juv.]. July 23, Sumela. 

The adult males are brownish black, have the bills orange, 
Ge 
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and wings measuring 129 and 131 mm. The young bird 
has the bill brown, and is blacker and not so rufous as in 
typical T. merula. 


ERITHACUS RUBECULA HYRCANUS. 

Erithacus hyrcanus [B. 160]. 

9. March 14, Shus. 

‘Not uncommon in the bush on the Diz River. A very 
shy bird.” —R. B. W. 

Dr. Blanford found this bird only on the shores of the 
Caspian, and thought that it was confined to Northern 
Persia. It is, however, known to migrate from the north, 
and has been recorded at Fao in October and November 


by Dr. Sharpe (‘ Ibis,’ 1891, p. 189). 


ERITHACUS GUTTURALIS (Guér.). [W. 548.] 

Cossypha (Irania) gutturalis Guér.; [B. 161]. 

Ten specimens dated from April 2 at Ram Hormuz to 
June 26 (young bird) at Lake Van. 

“Just beginning to breed at Ardal, April 21.” — 
he baw. 


RUTICILLA PHÆNICURUS (L.). [B. 163; W. 547.] 

g. May 8, Tiran. 

$. May 9, Feridan. 

« Not breeding yet.” —R. B. W. 

In the ‘ Ibis’ for 1903, p. 547, I pointed out that some 
specimens from Persia had indications of white edgings to 
the secondaries, and therefore seemed intermediate between 
this species and R. mesoleuca; but I now think that this 
colouring is due to abrasion, and is sometimes present in 
European specimens when in much-worn plumage. 

M. Sarudny (Ornith. Jahrb. 1904, p. 213) has described 
from Luristan, Arabistan, and Masanderan a Redstart under 
the name of Ruticilla semenowi as differing from R. phæni- 
curus (L.) in the greater development of the black colour 
of the top of the head and back. As the typical R. phæni- 
curus has no black on these parts this description seems 
incomprehensible. 
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Ruticitta Mesoueuca (H. & E.). 
g. March 26, Shuteit River. 

g. March 30, Ahwaz. 

g. April 18, Dopulan. 


Rvticiiia tiTys (Scop.). [B. 166.] 
9. Feb. 26, Ahwaz. 
é. March 4, Bund-i-Kir. 


Eriruacus cyanecuta (Wolf). [W. 549.] 

? Cyanecula wolfi Brehm ; [B. 169]. 

3 [juv.]. July 16, Arab Keni, alt. 7000 ft. 

g [juv.]. July 19, Baibort, alt. 5000 ft. 

These two specimens are in juvenile plumage and the first 
winter feathers are just sprouting; but, as the young bird 
does not attain full plumage until the spring moult, itis only 
possible to say that these examples are Bluethroats either of 
the red-spotted or white-spotted form. As they appear to 
have been bred in the neighbourhood (i. e., between Erzeroum 
and the Black Sea) it seems advisable to consider them as of 
the white-spotted form, which is known, { believe, to nest 
in Armenia. 


PHILOMELA LUSCINIA GoLzI (Cab.). [W. 548.] 

Daulias hafizi Severtz.; [B. 169]. 

3 g. April 3, Ram Hormuz. 

“Very plentiful in the gardens. Just beginning to breed.” 


—R. B. W. 


PHILOMELA LUSCINIA LUSCINIA (L.), nec auct. 

g. May 14, Burujird, alt. 6500 ft. 

This is a typical specimen of the Sprosser (P. philomela 
auct.), and must have been on migration. 

As recorded by Dr. Sharpe (‘ Ibis,’ 1886, p. 482), Mr. 
Cumming considered Nightingales to be winter-visitors to 
the Persian Gulf, but I suppose that he did not distinguish 
the different forms. However, his specimens from Fao arc 
Sprossers, but the labels bear no dates. 
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SYLVIA ORPHEA JERDONI Blyth. [W. 541.] 
Sylvia jerdoni Blyth; [B. 172}. 

g. April 14, Deh-i-Diz. 

“ A few seen in the oak-woods.”—R. B. W. 


SYLVIA HORTENSIS Bechst. 

*Sylvia salicaria (L.); [B. 174]. 

$. May 12, Barbarud, alt. 7000 ft. 

Former records of the Garden-Warbler in Persia are 
doubtful, and, in any case, the bird has not been previously 
recorded so far to the south in Persia proper, although it 
has been obtained at Fao (Sharpe, ‘Ibis,’ 1886, p. 480). 
The specimen is rather large, the wing measuring 80 mm. 
and the bill 8 mm. from the nostril to the tip. It is also 
rather pale-coloured on the back. 


SYLVIA ATRICAPILLA (L.). [*B. 174; W. 540.1] 
?. April 18, Dopulan, alt. 6000 ft. 
9. May 12, Barbarud. 


SYLVIA CINEREA Bechst. [W. 541.] 
Sylvia rufa (Bodd.) ; [B. 174]. 

8. April 21, near Ardal. 

9. May 12, Barbarud. 


Syzvia curruca (L.). [B. 175; W. 540.] 


? sex. April 8 ; 
; > > Mal Amir. 
g. April 9, i itii 


SYLVIA MYSTACEA Ménétr. [W. 539.] 

Sylvia rubescens Blanf.; [B. 177]. 

Sylvia semenow? Sar., Orn. Jahrb, xv. p. 220. 

?. Feb. 28, Ahwaz. 

g 2. March 2, Bund-i-Kir. 

3. May 29, Takht-i-Suleiman. 

$. June 15, near Lake Urmia. 

These specimens and those which I obtained agree well 
with typical examples of S. mystacea. M.Sarudny’s S. seme- 
nowt from the same country is, I consider, a synonym, 
while he has not, I think, recognised the difference between 


~ 
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N. mystacea and S. momus (Ehy.), with the latter of which 
he compares his bird without any mention of S. mystacea of 
Ménétries from the Caucasus. 

Blanford having already made a synonym for this bird 
based on Persian examples, it is curious that M. Sarudny 
should do likewise. 


Syitvia NANA (H. & E.). [B.178; W. 540.] 
6 fo. March 26, Shuteit River. 


PHYLLoscoprus TRocHILUs (L.). [B. 180; W. 539.] 

g. April 18, Dopulan. 

g. May 9, Feridan District. ‘ Not breeding.”—R. B. W. 
$. May 18, Burujird. 


Puy tuoscorus rurus (Bechst.). |W. 539.] 

Phylloscopus collybita (Vieill.) ; [B. 181]. 

9. Feb. 14, Khisht River. 

g. Feb. 27, Ahwaz. 

g. March 11, Diz River. 

g. March 26, Shuteit River. 

These appear to be typical examples of P. rufus, 
and, judging from Mr. Woosnam’s notes, they were not 
breeding. 


Puy ioscorus NITIDUS Blyth. 

g. July 24, Sumela, alt. 3000 ft. 

The bill of this specimen is rather short (6 mm. from 
nostril to tip), but otherwise the bird agrees with April and 
May skins from Cashmere and Afghanistan. The species 
is known to breed in the Caucasus (cf. Dresser, Man. Pal. 
Birds, p. 101). 


PHYLLOSCOPUS NEGLECTUs Hume. [B. 182; W. 537.] 

g. April 21, near Ardal, alt. 9500 ft. 

“ Only one seen.”—R. B. W. 

From Mr. Woosnam’s notes it appears that this bird 
was frequenting low thick bushes on the side of a hill, 
i.e. a similar situation to that in which I found a pair 
nesting. 
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Hypowais pauuipa (H. & E). [B. 187; W. 541.] 
8g. April 30, Ispahan. 

8g. May 12, Barbarud. 

9. May 26, Kermanshah. 


ÅCROCEPHALUS LACUSTRIS (Naum.). 

*? Acrocephalus arundinaceus (L.) ; [B. 195]. 

g. Feb. 28, Ahwaz. 

«Only one seen in a patch of beans.” —R. B. W. 

The occurrence of this bird in Persia has hitherto been 
uncertain, but there is a specimen from Fao in the British 
Museum (see Sharpe, ‘Ibis, 1886, p. 481). The two indi- 
viduals may have been migrants. or the species may breed in 
Mesopotamia and would then be likely to occur at Fao andat 
Ahwaz, which may be said to be geographically in that region. 


ÅCROCEPHALUS PALUSTRIS (Bechst.). [B. 197; W. 543.] 
3. May 12, Barbarud. 
¢. May 14, Burujird. 


Certia certr (Marm.). 

Bradypterus cettit (Marm.) ; [B. 200]. 

Cettia sericea (Temm.) ; [W. 536]. 

g. April 16, near Mal Amir. 

8g. May 26, Kermanshah. 

Mr. Woosnam remarks that “ the- leg-museles of this 
species are enormously developed and the skin adheres te 
the body with remarkable tenacity.” 


AccENTOR COLLARIS (Scop.).  [*B. 202.] 

9 [juv.]. July 21, near Baibort, alt. 7000 ft. 

This specimen agrees well with the voung of typical 
A. collaris. 


Accentor ocuntaris Radde, Ornis Caucasica, p. 244, 
‘Taba. 

Accentor jerdoni (nec Brooks) ; [W. 544]. 

ọ 9. April 21, near Ardal, alt. 9500 ft. 

8 [juv.]. July 8, near Erzerum, alt. 8000 ft. 

«Sex doubtful” fuv]. July 21, near Baibort, alt. 7000 ft. 

“ Very few seen.” —R. B. W. 
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Some little time ago Dr. Bianchi pointed out to me that 
the bird which I had identified somewhat doubtfully (¢ This,’ 
1903, p. 544) as a worn specimen of A. jerdoni was probably 
an example of this species. On a comparison with specimens 
in worn and in fresh plumage which Dr. Bianchi had pro- 
cured from the same locality, it became evident that this was 
so. A. jerdoni is closely allied to A. strophiatus, but somewhat 
paler; while Æ. ocularis is most nearly allied to the latter, 
from which it differs in the eye-streak being white throughout, 
in the head being more uniform, and in the buff-coloured 
pectoral band being more confluent and less clearly defined. 

The young birds obtained by Mr. Woosnam are like the 
old, but have the eye-streak less clearly defined and the 
breast heavily streaked with dark brown, while there is very 
little buff-colour on the breast. 


Axrcya HUTTONI (Blyth). [W. 535.] 
Crateropus (Chatorhea) huttoni (Blyth) ; [B. 203]. 
9. March 4, Bund-i-Kir, alt. 250 ft. 


BuRNESIA GRACILIS LEPIDA (Blyth). [W. 536. ] 
Drymeca gracilis (Licht.) ; [B. 206]. 

?sex. February 14, Khisht (coast plain). 

8. April 3, Ram Hormuz, alt. 600 ft. 


AËDON FAMILIARIS (Ménétr.). [B. 210; W. 548.] 

g g. April 14, Deh-i-Diz. 

8. May 27, Kermanshah. 

$. June 8, Suj Bulak, alt. 4500 ft. “ Laying now.”— 
R. B. W. 


CincLus cincLus PERSICUS Witherby, Bull. B. O. C. xvi. 
jan lle 

Cinclus aquaticus albicollis (nec Vieill.) ; [W. 549]. 

3 g. April 16, mountains near Mal Amir, alt. 6000 ft. 

“ Not seen in the Karun District, uncommon in the Bach- 
tyari Mountains, plentiful at certain points in the open 
undulating country between Ispahan and Kermanshah.’’— 
R. B. W. 

As already described in the ‘ Bulletin of the B. O. C.? this 
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bird is most like C. c. rufiventris from Palestine, but is larger 
and redder on the breast, flanks, and belly. It is curious 
that these two forms, so much alike, should be found in 
regions of about the same latitude, but separated from each 
other by a desert, and that they should be replaced in the 
north by a darker form. The fact inclines me to suggest 
that they were evolved independently of one another from 
the northern form. 


CINcCLUS CINCLUS caucasicus Mad. 

Cinclus aquaticus Bechst., var. cashmiriensis Gould; 
IB Si. 

Cinclus rufiventris (nec M. & E.); Buturlin, Ibis, 1906, 
p. 414. 

ọ. Diza, June 16, alt. 6500 ft. 

$. July 8, near Erzerum, alt. 7000 ft. 

g [juv.]. July 25, Sumela, alt. 1500 ft. 

This form of the Dipper is a connecting-link between the 
red-bellied C. c. rufiventris and the uniformly brownish-black 
breasted C. c. cashmiriensis. Specimens from Western Asia 
Minor tend to become less dark on the belly than those from 
the Caucasus, but they are never reddish-brown as are 
C. c. rufiventris and C. c. persicus. 


COTILE RIPARIA (L.). [B. 216; W. 553.] 

8 3. May 27, Kermanshah. 

“ Seen on most of the more sluggish streams where there 
were banks suitable for nesting.” —R. B. W. 


CoTILE RUPESTRIS (Scop.). [B. 216; W. 553.] 

8g 2. June 22, Lake Van. 

“Seen here and there throughout the journey, but never 
numerously.” —R. B. W. 


Pycxonorus LEUCOTIS (Gould). 
g. April 3, Ram Hormuz. 


[B. 218; W. 552.] 


[e 


Orronus'cavpura L. [B. 219; *W. 519.] 
9. June 27, Lake Van. 
g. July 10, Tortum River. 
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Sırta EvROP«A PERSICA Witherby. [W. 531.] 

g 2. April 15, mountains near Mal Amir, alt. 7000 ft. 

“Pleutiful at altitudes of 6000-7000 ft. in this district.” 
—R. B. W. 

These examples agree well with the type specimen of this 
pale race, which appears to be confined to the oak-woods of 
the Zagros range. 


SITTA NEUMAYERI NEUMAYERI Michah. 

g. June 16, Diza. 

g. July 12, Tortum River. 

These specimens are, I consider, typical S. veumayeri, but 
the district round Erzerum seems to form the meeting- 
place of this bird and its larger and paler Eastern repre- 
sentative, S. n. tephronota, since certain examples from this 
neighbourhood are somewhat intermediate between the two 
forms. 


SITTA NEUMAYERI TSCHITSCHERINI Sarudny. 

Sitta tschitscherini Sarudny, Orn. Jahrb. xv. p. 218. 

Sitta neumayeri syriaca Ehr. ; |W. 5382]. 

Sitta rupicola Blanf., part. ; [B. 225]. 

Sitta syriaca Ehr. ; [B. 223]. 

g. April 10, Mal Amir. 

8. April 18, Dopulan. 

9. May 21, Bisitun. 

The Rock-Nuthatches of S.W. Persia are very large and 
pale-coloured. On a further study of these birds (cf. ‘Ibis,’ 
1908, p. 582) I find that the S.W. Persian race can be 
separated from S. x. tephronota on account of its larger size, 
while the Palestine bird is, judging from the small amount 
of material available, referable to typical S. newmayeri, from 
which S. 2. tephronota may be distinguished by its paler 
coloration, M. Sarudny’s type was from Ispahan, and 
although I have not seen specimens from precisely that 
neighbourhood, there can be no doubt that these birds are 
the same. The only difficulty in so deciding is on account 
of the measurements given by M. Sarndny. But it is 
evident, as has been pointed out by Dr. Hartert (Vog. 
pal. F. p. 339), that M. Sarudny, like Dr. Blanford when 
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describing S. rupicola, took a young bird for an old one. 
I obtained several young birds with their parents, and 
although these young birds appear to be fully developed 
yet their measurements are very small. The wing-feathers 
are fully grown, but measure only 72 mm. as against 
86-92 mm. in the adult, while the bill and legs are 
correspondingly small. Unlike most Passeres, therefore, it 
is evident that the Rock-Nuthatch’s first quill-feathers are 
remarkably small and are moulted with the rest of its 
juvenile plumage. 

Sita syriaca obscura Sar. & Loud. (Orn. Monatsb. 1905, 
p. 76) seems referable to Sitta neumayeri tephronota Sharpe 
(cf. Ilartert, Vég. pal. F. p. 339), while the description of 
yet another race from the Caucasus region by Mr. Buturlin 
(‘ Ibis, 1906, p. 417) under the name of S. syriaca parva 
adds further to the confusion. This last will prove, I think, 
to be another synonym of S. n. tephronota. The rufous 
edgings to the tail-feathers vary considerably in different 
specimens. Mr. Buturlin does not exactly compare his new 
form with either S. n. neumayeri or S. n. tephronota, but 
with Blanford’s description of S. rupicola and M. Sarudny’s 
and Blanford’s descriptions of S. syriaca, all of which are 
mixed ! 


TROGLODYTES PARVULUS HYRCANUS Sar. et Loud., Orn. 
Monatsb. 1905, p. 106. 

Troglodytes parvulus Koch ; [B. 222]. 

8g. July 25, Sumela, alt. 1500 ft. 

“A few seen.” —R. B. W. 

This specimen differs distinctly from typical T. parvuius 
in the pale, much less reddish colouring of its upper side 
and in the distinctness of the spotting on the belly. It is 
much like T. pallida Hume, but differs in the dark bars 
on the feathers of the belly being black, not brown, and 
more distinct. The shoulder-feathers are also tipped with 
white, which does not appear to be the case in T. p. pallidus. 
I have referred this specimen to T. p. Ayreanus, but it does 
not altogether agree with the description given by Baron 
Loudon and M. Sarudny. It is, however, in such worn 
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plumage that an exact comparison is difficult. The wing 
measures 50 mm. 


PARUS MAJOR MAJOR L. 

g. June 13, Lake Urmia. 

g. July 24, Sumela. 

These two specimens agree well with typical examples 
from Europe. 


PARUS MAJOR BLANFORDI Prazak, Orn. Jahrb. v. p. 240. 

Panussmajor L.; [B. 227; W. 530]. 

Parus major zayrossiensis Sar. & Loudon, Orn. Monatsh. 
1905, p. 107. 

g. March 11, Diz. 

9. March 16, Shus. 

g 2. April 16, mountains near Mal Amir. 

In the ‘ Ibis,’ 1903, p.530, I stated that I considered it 
inadvisable to separate the S.W. Persian Great Tit, but on a 
fresh examination of a larger series I find that the paleness 
of the colouring of the breast is so constant and marked as 
compared with typical examples from Europe that separation 
is needful. J ‘follow Dr. Hartert in calling the bird 
P. m. blanfordi, but Herr Prazak’s type was from Teheran, 
and I have not seen specimens from that locality. 


PARUS ATER L. 

? Periparus ater L., var. derjugint Sar. & Loud., Orn. 
Monatsb. 1903, p. 129. 

$ [juv.]. July 22, Sumela. 

“Shot on the highest slopes of the forests of fir-trees.”— 
R B. W. 

This bird is in juvenile plumage, and I have not attempted 
to give it a subspecific denomination. 


Parus LUGUBRIS DUBIUS Hellm. [W. 529.] 

Parus lugubris ? Natt.; [B. 229]. 

8 ļ. April 14, Deh-i-Diz, alt. 5500 ft. 

8g. April 16, mountains near Mal Amir. 

“ A few seen in the oak-woods only.” —R. B. W. 

This race seems to be confined to the oak-woods of S.W. 
Persia. 
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PARUS cÆRULEUSs PERSICUS Blanf. [B. 230; W. 530.] 
& ļ. April 10'and 13, Mal Amir, alt. 4300 ft. 
“ Seen only in the oak-woods.” —R. B. W. 


ACREDULA TEPHRONOTA Günther. [B. 231; W. 529. | 
Acredula tephronota passekii Sar., Orn. Monatsb. xii. p.164. 
8g. April 16, mountains near Mal Amir. 

M. Sarudny has separated the Long-tailed Tit of the 
Persian oak-woods on account of its paler coloration. 
I pointed out in the ‘Ibis, 1903, p. 529, that it was slightly 
paler, but the difference is so inconspicuous that it might 
disappear in freshly plumaged birds, and I think it in- 
advisable to separate the bird on the basis of so slight a 
difference in shade of colour. 


ANTHOSCOPUS PENDULINUS (L.).  [*B. 282.] 

g. June 14, near Lake Urmia. 

This bird was found by De Filippiin N.W. Persia, but was 
not seen by Dr. Blanford. 


REGULUS REGULUS. 
g [juv.]. July 23, Sumela. 
The specimen is in juvenile plumage with no crest. 


Moracitia aLBa L. [B. 232; W. 528.] 

? Motacilla alba dukhunensis Sykes. 

? sex. Feb. 10, Bushire. j 

g. July 24, Sumela. 

I can sce no difference between these birds and my own 
from S.W. Persia and others from Europe. 


MOTACILLA PERSICA. 

Motacilla personata Gould, var. persica [B. 232]. 

8g. Feb. 27, Ahwaz. 

?. April 24, Bagh-i-Badaran (near Ispahan). 

Even when taking migrating birds into consideration, the 
breeding-range of this form and that of the White Wagtail 
seem to overlap, and on this account it is difficult to 
regard M. persica as a geographical race. Dr. Blanford 
obtained specimens of both birds at Shiraz in June and at 
Kerman in May, and one can hardly look upon these as 
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migrants, although the examples of JZ. alba obtained by 
myself in S.W. Persia in March and April may have been so, 
as well as the specimen obtained at Bushire by Mr. Woosnam. 
Mr. Cumming says of “ Motacilla alba” at Fao that it 
“ begins to arrive in October and remains till end of April” 


(‘ Ibis,” 1886, p. 486). 


Moraciuia BoaruLa L. [W. 527.] 

Motacilla sulphurea Bechst.; [B. 233]. 

$. April 5, near Ram Hormuz. 

3. July 12, Tortum River. 

9. July 23,7 

g. July 24, 5 

These all belong, Í think, to the long-tailed European torm 
of the Grey Wagtail. 


Sumela. 


Moraciuia FELDEGGI Michah. [W. 527.] 

Budytes melanocephalus Licht. ; [ B. 235]. 

Six specimens from Shalamzar, April 21, to Bashkula, 
June 16. Breeding at Divandere, June 2. 


ANTHUS TRIVIALIS (L.). [B, 2385; W. 528.] 
9. July 16, Arab Keni, alt. 6000 ft. 
* Young in nest.”—R. B. W. 


ANTHUS SPINOLETTA SPINOLETTA (L.). 

g. July 22, Sumela, alt. 7000 ft. 

“ Breeding. Fledged young and young in nest.”—R. B.W 

The specimen agrees well with typical examples ofzthis 
form. 

ANTHUS SPiNOLETTA COUTELLII Say., in Deser. de lhey pte. 
xxxiii. p. 360. 

? Anthus spinoletta (L.); [B. 236]. 

g. April 2, Ram Hormuz. 

This specimen has nearly finished its moult from winte: 
to summer plumage. It agrees with specimens in similar 
plumage from Palestine and Egypt. As compared with 
typical A. spinoletta it is much paler and browner, and less 
blackish on the back, while the rump is more golden 
brown. 
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As compared with A. s. blakistoni it is darker on the back, 
and browner and not so olive-coloured on the rump. 


ANTHUS SPINOLETTA BLAKISTONI Swinh. 

9. Feb. 14, Khisht River. 

“ In small parties.” —R. B. W. 

This specimen is in winter plumage, and was no doubt 
migrating. It agrees well with specimens from Sind. 


ANTHUS CAMPESTRIS (L.). [B. 237; W. 528.] 

Eight specimens, dated from March 21 at Shuster to 
June 29 near Lake Van. They are of a very slightly 
greyer tone of coloration on the upper side than examples 
from Europe and Africa. 

[The birds which I referred to Anthus sordidus Rüpp., in 
the ‘ Ibis,’ 1903, p. 528, are of the pale form lately described 
by Dr. Hartert under the name of Anthus leucophrys captus 
(Vög. pal. Fauna, p. 269).] 


ALAUDA ARVENSIS CINEREA. 

Alauda cinerea Ehmcke, J. f. O. 1903, p. 149. 

Alauda arvensis L.; [B. 239]. 

Alauda arvensis cantarella Bp.; [W. 526]. 

g 2 ¢. Feb. 26, Ahwaz. 

8g. May 12, Barbarud. 

Dr. Hartert has shown that dA. a. cantarella of S.E. 
Europe is distinct from A. a. cinerea, the Eastern represen- 
tative of the Skylark. 


ALAUDA ARBOREA L. [*B. 240; W. 526.1] 

? Luliula arborea pallida Sar., Orn. Monatsb. 1902, p. 54. 

S ¢. April 20, Ardal. 

g. June 16, Diza. 

These specimens, like those which I obtained, agree well 
with European birds. 

GALERIDA CRISTATA MAGNA Hume. [W. 525.] 

Galerida cristata (L.) ; [B. 240]. 

9. Feb. 10, Bushire. 

g. Feb. 27, Ahwaz. 

g. April 23, Shalamzar. 
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ALÆMON ALAUDIPES PALLIDA (Blyth). 

Certhilauda desertorum (Stanley) ; [ B. 240}. 

*? Certhilauda alaudipes (Desf.); [W. 525]. 

g. Feb. 14, coast-plain N.W. of Bushire. 

This form is like 21.a. desertorum in colouriag, but is larger. 
In Western Persia it is found only on the coast-plam. The 
specimen measures 136 mm. in the wing. 


Orocorys ALPESTRIS PENICILLATA (Gould). 

Otocorys penicillata (Gould) ; [B. 240; W. 527]. 

& 2. April 21, near Ardal, alt. 9500 ft. 

3 %. May 10, Feridan District, alt. 8600 ft. 

g. June 29, near Lake Van, alt. 5500 ft. 

“A few were seen on the highest ground we reached in the 
Bachtyari country, and once again in the Feridan District. 
They were plentiful on the high ground between Lake Van 
and Erzerum and onwards tothe Tortum River. The young 
were going about in flocks of from six to twenty.” —R. B. W. 


CALANDRELLA MINOR MINOR (Cab.). 

9. April 2, Ram Hormuz. 

I can see no difference between this specimen and typical 
examples of the species from N. Africa. ‘Two examples in 
the British Museum from Fao are also of this form, and I 
think it probable that the typical C. minor is found all over 
S.W. Persia. The tyne-specimen of C. minor persica Sharpe 
is dated from iriz, which is to the cast of the mountains of 
West Persia, and it seems probable that this race oceurs im 
the plains of astern Persia. The bird described as C. sm. 
seistanica by M. Sarudny and Baron Loudon (Orn. Jahrb. 
xv. pe 222) will, I think, judging from the description, prove 
to be C. m. persica. 


CALANDRELLA MINOR PISPOLETTA (Pall.), 
g. June 12, Lake Urmia. 


CaLANDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA (Leisler). [W. 525; B.242.] 

g 9. April 23, Shalamzar. 

g. May 10. Feridan District. 

These specimens agree well with those which I formerly 
obtained, and with typical examples of this species. 

SER. 1X.—VOL. I. H 
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MELANOCORYPHA CALANDRA PSAMMOCHROA Hartert. 

Melanocorypha calandra (L.); [B. 243]. 

Melanocorypha calandra raddei Sar. & Loud., Orn. Jahrb. 
xv. p. 221 (Terra Bachtiara, S.W. Persia). 

g. Feb. 26, Ahwaz, alt. 220 ft. 

6. May 9, Feridan District, alt. 8000 ft. 

“ Plentiful in the Feridan District and also from Ispahan 
nearly to Lake Urmia, but at lower elevations than no. 208 
(i. e., M. bimaculata) ; it seemed to prefer the cultivated and 
low-lying ground to the high undulating grassy hills; but 
the two species were seen together. It (ż. e., the present 
species) was breeding in the Feridan District at about 
7000 ft. on May 10.”—R. B. W. 

Compared with some skins of M. c. psammochroa, collected 
by M. Sarudny and kindly lent to me by Dr. Hartert, these 
specimens have a slightly greyer and less sandy appearance. 
The difference, however, is only a matter of a very fine shade 
of colour, and im my opinion does not make separation 
necessary. ‘The authors of M. c. raddei describe it as less 
grey and more sandy than M. c. psammochroa, which is 


exactly the opposite to what one would expect and to what I 
find to be the case. 


MeELanocoryPHa BIMACULATA (Ménétr.). [B. 244; 
W. 526.] 

on March 21, Shuster, alt. 500 ft. 

3 g. May 9, Feridan District, alt. 8000 ft. 

3. May 11, Barbarud District, alt. 8000 ft. 

ọ. June 8, Suj Bulak, alt. 4500 ft. 

“ Plentiful and found from Ispahan nearly to Trebizond, 
both in the cultivated corn-land and on the open grassy 
undulating mountains. It was breeding in the Feridan 
District at 8000 ft. on May 9.”—R. B. W. 

I have quoted in full Mr. Woosnam’s remarks on the 
distribution of this-and the previous species, because they 
form an interesting confirmation of Blanford’s opinion 
that, although these two Larks inhabit the same area, the 
one prefers higher altitudes than the other. 
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AMMOMANES DESERTI (Licht.). [B. 245; W. 524.] 

2. April 5, N.W. of Ram Hormuz. 

“ A few seen here amongst the barren hills, but not after- 
wards.”’—R. B. W. 


AMMOMANES DESERTI PHÆNICUROIDES (Blyth). 
g. Jan. 31, Muskat. 


FRINGILLA cÆŒLEBS L. {B. 247.] 
g. March 12, Dizful. 

“ A few seen here.” —R. B. W. 

9. July 23, l 

8. July 24, `? Sumela. 

8g ļ. July 95, $ 

“Very plentiful here.” —R. B. W. 


Lieurinus cutoris (L.). [*B. 247.] 

g. July 26, Sumela. 

This specimen is in worn plumage, and agrees well with 
examples in similar plumage from England, except that the 
wing is rather short, measuring only 85 mm. The bird 
cannot be referred to L. c. chlorotica (Bp.). 


MONTIFRINGILLA ALPICOLA (Pall.). [B. 248; W. 524.] 

Montifringilla alpicola gaddi Sar. & Loud., Orn. Jahrb. 
1904, p. 216. 

& 3. April 21, near Ardal, alt. 10,000 ft. 

“ A few seen among the snow on a rocky mountain. Not 
scen again in Persia.” —R. B. W. 

g 9. June 20, Bashkala, alt. 7200 ft. 

“ Plentiful in the hills around here; breeding now.” — 
R. B. W. 

I cannot agree with M. Sarudny and Baron Loudon that 
the Snowfinches of S.W. Persia are separable from those of 
the Caucasus. 


CARDUELIS CARDUELIS. 

8. March 11, Diz River. 

Wing 85 mm. ; bill from nostril 11, from gape 13 mm. 

This is a remarkable specimen, because it is entirely 
H2 
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unlike the Goldfinches that inhabit the plateau of Persia, 
which commences a few miles to the east of the place where 
this example was obtamed. 

The Goldfinch of the Persian plateau was originally 
separated by M. Saruduy under the denomination Carduelis 
elegans brevirostris or C. elegans minor (Bull. Soc. Imp. 
Nat. Moscou, 1889, p. 133), while recentiy (Orn. Monatsh. 
xiv. p. -£7) he has given a long deseription of it under the 
name Carduelis carduelis minor. I referred my specimens 
to C. c. major Racz. (cf. ‘Ibis,’ 1908, p. 521); but I had 
not at that time been able to compare them with many 
Siberian birds. I have now done so, and consider that 
M. Sarudny is justified im his separation, owing to the 
smalier size of the wing in the Persian bird, the greyer tone 
of the mantle, and the grey of the rump, which is usually 
white in C. c. major. As to M. Sarudny’s C. c. loudoni 
(Orn. Monatsb. xiv. p. 48) I can say nothing, except that if 
it is distinct its distribution in connection with C. c. brevi- 
rostris is an anomaly. In any case, it can have nothing to 
do with the present specimen, which differs from C. c. brevi- 
rostris of the Persian plateau in its larger size of wing, i its 
shorter and stouter bill, and in the colouring of the mantle, 
back, and breast-patches being of a rich reddish brown 
instead of a greyish brown. From C. c. major it differs in 
the same way, except that the wing measures about the same, 
and the rump is grey instead of white. The present specimen, 
in fact, differs from all other Goldfinches with which I am 
acquainted. It is perhaps nearest to the typical continental 
form, but is considerably larger and more richly coloured, 
especially as regards the red-brown of the upper side. It 
may be that the Goldfinch inhabiting this part of Meso- 
potamia is distinct, and itis unfortunate that Mr. Woosnam 
obtained only one specimen. 

On the other hand, it is possible that this specimen was a 
migrant, and that it belongs to the form lately described 
(‘ Ibis,’ 1906, p. 424) by Mr. Buturlin under the name of 
C. c. volgensis from Central and Eastern Russia. 
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LINOTA CANNABINA FRINGILLIRosTRIs (Bp. & Schleg.). 
AWV. Sa. | 

Linaria cannabina (L.) ; [B. 249]. 

?. March 21, Shuster. 

g. June 15, near Lake Urmia. 

9. June 16, Diza. 

g. July 20, Baibort. 

The specimen from Shuster is rather dark for this pale 
form, and may be an example of the typical L. cannabina. 


LINOTA FLAVIROSTRIS BREVIROSTRIS Moore. 

Linota brevirostris Gould; [ B. 250]. 

g 2. June 20, Bashkala, alt. 7000 ft. 

g 2. July 15, Arab Keni, alt. 7000 ft. 

These specimens are in worn plumage, and exhibit very 
pronounced dark markings on each side of the breast. 

L. f. stoliczke Hartert (Vég. pal. Fauna, p. 77) is a very 
distinct form, but owing to the great amount of change in 
the plumage of these birds at different scasons, due to the 
effects of abrasion, it is very necessary to compare them in 
the same state of plumage. The surest guide is in the width 
of the dark mesial markings on the breast-feathers. In 
L. f. brevirostris these markings are much broader than in 
L. f. stolic:ke, and if this is taken into consideration it will 
be found that L. f. brevirostris is confined to North Persia, 
Asia Minor, and the Caucasus, and does not range into 
Turkestan. The birds of the last country should be 
referred, 1 think, to L. f. stolic:ke (cf. Hartert, Vég. pal. 
Fauna, p. 77). 

The Thibetan L. f. rufo-strigata Walton (Bull. B. O. C. xv. 
p. 93) is like L. f. stolic:ke, but is suffused with butt-colour. 


CARPODACUS ERYTHRINUS (Pall.). [B. 250.] 

g. July 8, Erzerum, 

6. July 19, Baibort. 

g. July 26, Sumela. 

“ Not uncommon on marshy ground. They have a loud 
clear long-drawn whistle, which can be heard at some 
distance.” —R. B. W. 
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RHODOPECHYS SANGUINEA (Gould). 
Erythrospiza sanguinea (Gould) ; [B. 252]. 
8g. May 14, Derbend. 

8g g 2. June 16, Diza. 


ERYTHROSPIZA GITHAGINEA (Licht.). 

Bucanetes githagineus (Licht.) ; [B. 250]. 

8g. April 25, Bagh-i-Naksh (near Ispahan), alt. 7000 ft. 

Wing 86 mm. 

I cannot find any difference between this specimen and 
others from Egypt. 


PYRRHULA PYRRHULA (L.). 

$ (juv.). July 23, Sumela. 

Wing 89 mm. 

This is an example in juvenile plumage, but from its size 
and general coloration I take it to belong to the typical 
race. 


PAssER DOMESTICUS INDICUS Jard. & Selby. [B. 254; 
W. 523.] 

g ļ. March 12, Dizful. 

&. May 28, Kermanshah. 


Passer montanus (L.). [*B. 255.] 
g ļ. July 12, Tortum River, alt. 4000 ft. 


PASSER HISPANIOLENSIS TRANSCASPIUS ‘I'schusi. 

Passer salicarius (Vieill.); [B. 255; W. 523]. 

g. March 4, Bund-i-Kir, 

8g &. March 14, Shus. 

Mr. Woosnam appears to have found the Spanish Sparrow 
only in the low country between Bushire and Ahwaz, and it 
must be a local bird in Persia. 


PETRONIA PETRONIA INTERMEDIA Hartert. 

Petronia stulta (Scop.) ; [B. 255; W. 522]. 

ọ. April 21, Ardal, alt. 8000 ft. 

“A few seen on the northern edge of the oak-woods. 
Just beginning to lay.”—R. B. W. 

g. April 24, Bagh-i-Badaran (near Ispahan), alt. 8000 ft. 

“Not uncommon in this district, and between Ispahan 
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and Kermanshah especially common, breeding in numbers 
in the ‘ Kanats’ [underground watercourse ].”?—R. B. W. 

The wing of the male measures 102 mm., that of the 
female 100. The birds thus agree in HTORNEPEEON S as they 
do also in coloration, with Dr. Hartert’s P. p. intermedia, 
which is quite diia from the typical Petronia petronia and 
P. p. puteicola. 


Perronia BRACHYDACTYLA Bp. [B. 255; W. 522.1 
g. June 4, Sakiz. 

g. June 10, Lake Urmia. 

Very few scen.”—R. B. W. 


EMBERIZA MILIARA L. [B. 257; W. 520.) 
?. March 18, Shus. 

8g. March 21, Shuster. 

g. May 14, Derbend. 


Muperiza cra L. [B. 257.] 

Emberiza cia stracheyi (nec Moore) ; [W. 521]. 

$ [juv.]. July 12, Tortum River. 

ouly 25, 

H TUA M | Sumela. 

These specimens, and also those which I obtained in 
S.W. Persia, should, I think, be referred to the typical Æ. cia, 
and not to the Himalayan form. They are a little darker 
than the typical Æ. cia, but not so dark as Æ. c. stracheyi ; 
while the edgings of the primary-coverts, although not pure 
white, are not distinctly rufous as in Æ. c. stracheyi. 


EMBERIZA BUCHANAN! Blyth. 
Emberiza huttoni Blyth; {B. 258]. 
g. June 21, Lake Van. 


EMBERIZA HORTULANA L. [B. 259; W. 520.] 
g. April 20, Ardal. 
g. June 16, Diza. 


3%. June 25, os 
soim T Lake Van. 
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EMBERIZA MELANOCEPHALA Scop. [W. 520.] 

Euspiza melanocephala (Scop.); [B. 260]. 

Seven specimens, dated from April 9 at Mal Amir to 
June 4 at Sakiz. 


EMBERIZA CINEREA SEMENOWIT. 

Emberiza (Hypocentor) semenowi Sar., Orn. Jahrb. xv. 
Deol. 

Emberiza citriniventris Sclater, Bull. B. O. C. xvi. p. 39; 
id. Ibis, 1906, p. 313, pl. xv. 

g. April 10, Mal Amir, alt. 4300 ft. 

“ Plentiful among the oak-trees on the sides of the 
mountains.” —R. B. W. 

This bird agrees exactly with the type of &. citrini- . 
ventris Sclater from Syria, but it is evident from M: Sa- 
rudny’s description that these specimens must be referred 
to his Æ. semenowi. Two other specimens (females) im the 
British Museum, from Bushire, are also of this form. In 
referrmg to one of these, Dr. Sharpe (¢ Ibis,’ 1886, p. £97) 
remarked that it was “apparently a young female of the 
previous year, as the whole under surface is pale yellow, 
with blackish spots on the throat.” 

This bird is evidently the Eastern representative of the 
typical Æ. cinerea, from which it differs only in the breast 
and belly being yellow instead of ashy grey, and in the 
axillaries and wider wing-coverts being also yellow instead 
of white. 

(Since I wrote this, Dr. Sclater has published a correction 
of his description of this bird as an unnamed form. See 
‘ins, 1906, p. 612.) 


Corvus CORAX LAURENCE! Hume. 

Corvuskconan an. ; PLAZO; W. 518). 

8g. April 9, Mal Amir. 

“ A few seen among the hills.” — R. B. W. 

Wing 455 mm. 

This bird is browner than C. c. corax, smaller than 
C. c. tibetanus, and larger than C. c. umbrinus. 
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Corvus CORNIX snanpit Oates. [W. 518.] 

Corvus cornic L.; [B. 262]. 

$. March 18, Shus (near Dizful), alt. 500 ft. 

g [juv.j. June 30, near Lake Van. 

= A few seen on the Diz, Karun, and BKher-Khah’ Rivers. 
A nest in the Bachtyari woods contained six fresh egg- on 
Aprill: — RMB. wW. 

Corvus CAPELLANUS Sclater. 

2. March 25, Shuteit River, alt. 350 ft. 

“ A few seen round Dizful and Shuster. Plentiful near 
Bund-i-Kir and between Bushire and the Karun. Not 
seen after we left the plains.’—R. B. W. 

This bird inhabits the maritime plain of the Persian Gulf, 
Mr. Comming noted it as resident at Fao, and breeding from 
Feb. 15 to the end of March (cf. ‘Ibis,’ 1886, p. 477); 
but from Mr. Woosnam’s observations and my own it 
seems that Corvus cornix sharpiit inhabits part of the same 
district, and Mr. Woosnam’s notes strengthen my/previous 
opinion (ef. * Ibis? 1965, p. SES) that Corrs capellanns is a 
distinct species and not a race of Corvus corni. 


Corvus rrucitecus L. [B. 263.] 

g. May 10, Feridan District. “ A few seen.” 

“Seen in the Karun District and between Ispaben and 
Kermanshah. Old birds feeding noisy young in the {haz - 
rum plain at the beginning of July.”—R. B. W. 


CoLa@us MONEDPULA COLLARIS (Drummond). 

*Colæus monedula L.; [B. 263]. 

g. June 14, near Lake Urmia. 

“ Nesting in holes in a steep bank.”—R. B. W. 

6. July 18, Baibort. 

In the bird trom Baibort the feathers are so much bleached 
and abraded that many of them have become rusty-brown it 
colour. I saw similarly coloured Jackdaws in Algeria, 
aud, being unable to shoot one. thought that they might 
belong to a distinct race. Although so greatly abraded, 
the grey edging. to the breast-feathers of this specimen 
are still present. 
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Pyrruocorax atpinus Vieill. [B. 263.] 

g. April 24, Bagh-i-Badaran (near Ispahan). 

“Only red-billed Choughs were seen in the Bachtyari 
Mountains. From Bagh-i-Badaran to Kermanshah as 
many yellow-billed as red-billed. Always exceedingly 
difficult to get.” —R. B. W. 

In South-west Persia I saw only the red-billed species. 


Pica rustica Scop. [B. 264; W. 519.] 
2. May 20, Sehna. 


GARRULUS GLANDARIUS ATRICAPILLUS Geoffr. 
Garrulus atricapillus |B. 265; W. 518]. 
g g. April 16, mountains near Mal Amir. 


GARRULUS GLANDARIUS KRYNICKI Kal. 

g 2 2. July 23, Sumela. 

In these specimens the forehead is not black, as described 
by Mr. Buturlin (‘ Ibis,’ 1906, p. 426), but whitish, as in 
typical G. g. krynicki. 


STURNUS VULGARIS CAUCASICUS Lorenz. [W.519.] 
Sturnus vulgaris L. ; [B. 266]. 

9. April 24, Bagh-i-Badaran (near Ispahan). 

8g. May 9, Feridan. 

8g [juv.], 8. May 28, Kermanshah. 


Pasror roseus (L.). [*B. 267.] 

g [Testes much enlarged.” —R. B. W.]. May 14, 
Burujird. 

“A few seen at Burujird, and afterwards plentiful to 
Lake Urmia.”-—R. B. W. 


Coru{mega Livia Bp. [*B. 268.] 

$. May 10, Feridan District. 

“Of three shot im the same place, one was a darkish 
bird with pure white rump, one a much lighter bird with 
uniform grey rump, and the other a light bird with white 
rump.” —R. B. W. 

Mr. Woosnam’s remarks confirm my observations (cf. 
‘Ibis? 1903, p. 567) with regard to the variability of this 
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species and the possibility of C. intermedia being a mere 
variety and not a distinct race. 


Cotumpa @nas L. [*B. 269.] 

& 2. March 17, Shus. 

“« Plentiful on the Diz and Kher-Khah Rivers. Not scen 
again.” —R. B. W. 

The Stock-Dove has not, I believe, been recorded before 
with certainty from Persia, although Major St. John shot 
some Pigeons which appeared to him to be of this species 
(Blanf. p. 269). Mr. Woosnam’s specimens are of the 
typical European form. 


CoLUMBA PALUMBUS L. [*B. 269.] 

Columba palumbus casiotis Bp.; [W. 567]. 

ọ. March 10, Diz River. 

2. May 29, Takht-i-Suleiman. 

Although the concealed portions of the feathers of the 
ueck-patches in these specimens are cream-coloured the 
exposed portions are white. ‘The skin which I brought 
home from S.W. Persia was similarly coloured, and I 
thought at that time that the exposed portion was much 
bleached and therefore referred the specimen to C. p. casiolis. 
I now find that the concealed portions of these feathers in 
European birds are very often cream-coloured, and also that 
both in Mr. Woosnam’s specimens and in mine this colour 
is not so dark as that of these feathers in true C. p. 
casiotis. 1 think, therefore, that these birds should be 
referred to the typical C. palumbus. 


TURTUR TURTUR. 

Turtur auritus Gray ; [B. 270]. 

g. May 10, Feridan District. 

This specimen, which from Mr. Woosnam’s notes appears 
to have been a migrant, is typical, and cannot be referred to 
T. t. arenicola. The wing measures 176 mm. 


PTEROCLES ARENARIUS (Pall.). [B. 271; *W. 568.] 
g. June 25, Lake Van, alt. 5000 ft. 
« Not uncommon.” —R. B. W. 
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Prerocies atcuata (L.). 

*Pterocles alchata (L.) ; [B. 271]. 

8g @. Feb. 23, near Bushire. 

“ Seen in large packs.”—R. B. W. 

Dr. Blanford did not mect with this Sand-Grouse, but he 
was informed by Major St. John that he had seen it near 
Bushire in winter. These specimens have the subterminal 
bands to the primary-coverts white, and have a paler 
chest-band than Western birds. 


PERDIX PERDIX (L.). 
xPerdix cinerea (L.); TB. 273]. 
g. June 15, near Lake Urmia, alt. 4000 ft. 


FRancoLinus vuucanis Steph. [B. 273; W. 569.] 
8g ?. March 17, Shus, alt. 500 ft. 


AMMOPERDIX BONHAMI (Fraser). [B. 274; W. 569.] 

Ammoperdix bonkami ter-meuleni Sar. & Loud., Orn, Jalu b. 
xv. p. 226 (Arabistan). 

g ļ. March 4, Bund-i-Kir (Karun River). 


CACCABIS SAXATILIS CHUKAR Gray. [W. 570.] 

Caccabis chukar Gray, var. ; [B. 275]. 

Caccabis chukar were Sar. & Loud., Oru. Jahrb. xv. 
p- 225 (South Luristan and Arabistan). 

8g. April 10, Mal Amir. 

As Dr. Blanford has remarked, and as I noted in the ‘ Ibis’ 
(1903, p. 570), the Western Persian and Mesopotamian 
Chiikars are very pale in coloration. M. Sarudny and Baron 
Loudon have given a name to the bird, but it seems to me 
quite useless to bestow a name upon specimens from any 
particular locality in the case of such a bird, which varies 
greatly throughout its range, without first reviewing the 
whole group of which it is only onc of many forms. Such 
naming is mere labelling and does not help us at all. 


Corurnix communis Bonn. [*B. 278; W. 568.1] 
g 9. March 25, Shuteit. River. 
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Evupromtas MORINELLUS (L.). [B. 278.] 
g g. Feb. 21, near Bushire. 
“ Common from Bushire to the Karun.” —R. B. W. 


Evpromias GEOFFROYI (Wagl.). 

3. May 18, Burujird, alt. 5000 ft. 

“ Three seen in open undulating grass-country.”—Rh. B.W. 

Dr. Blanford (Z. c. p. 279) had no record for this- bird, 
but he concluded that it must oceur on the southern coast 


of Persia. It has been recarded in winter from the Persian 


Gulf. 


JEGIALITIS DUBIA (Scop.). [W. 565.] 
Aigialitis fluviatilis Bechst.; [B. 279]. 
6. March 23, Shuteit River. 

g. June 10, Lake Urmia. 


VANELLUS cristatus Wolf & Meyer. [B. 280.] 

g. March 4, Bund-t-Kir. 

With reference to Major St. John’s note in ‘Eastern 
Persia’ (vol. ii. p. 280) that this bird breeds near Shiraz, 
I think it probable that he confused it with Chettusia 
leucura, which I found breeding near Shiraz and much 
resembles a Lapwing at a distance. 


HÆMATOPUS ostrarecus L. [B. 281; *W. 566.] 
3. July i, Gop, alt. 4000 ft. 
“ A good many on the Marad Su.”—R. B. W. 


Totanus catipris (L.). [B. 285; *W. 564.] 
S$ 2. June 2, Divandere, alt. 6000 ft. 


‘'RINGOIDES HYPOLEUCUs (L.). [B. 285; W. 564.] 
g. July 16, Arab Keni. 


CipicNemus crepitans Temni. [*B. 288. ] 
8g. March 8, Shuteit River. 


PORZANA MARUETTA Leach. [B. 288. ] 
?. March 18, Shus. 
9. May 8, Tiran, alt. 6000 ft. 
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Crex pratensis Bechst. [B. 288.] 

ọ. May 21, Bisitun, alt. 5000 ft. 

The occurrences of this bird in Persia appear to be rare. 
Blanford has only one doubtful record. 


Larus CACHINNANS Pall. [W. 566. | 

Larus argentatus Gmel.; | B. 290]. 

ọ. June 9, Lake Urmia, alt. 4000 ft. 

“« Bill yellow, tip of lower mandible scarlet ; gape scarlet ; 
feet yellow; iris pale silvery-brown, lids scarlet.” —R. B. W. 

The mantle is darker than that of L. argentatus. 


Larus ripipunpus L. [B. 292; W. 566.] 

ọ. April 26, Ispahan, alt. 5500 ft. 

“A flock of about 20 seen on some swampy ground 
here.” —R. B. W. 

It may be noted that 1 met with a considerable flock of 
these Gulls on amarsh about a hundred miles from the coast 
until April 13th. The flock at Ispahan noted by Mr. Woosnam 
is much more remarkable, as the date is later and the 
locality very much further inland. 


STERNA FLUVIATILIS Naum. [*B. 298. ] 
g. July 1, near Gop, alt. 4000 ft. 
“ Plentiful on the Marad Su.”—R. B. W. 


Sterna ancLica Montagu. [W. 566.] 
2. July 1, near Gop. 
“ Plentiful near the Marad Su.” —R. B. W. 


STERNA BERGI Licht. [*B. 294.] 
go. Jan. 31, Muskat. 
« A common bird at Muskat in January.” —-R. B. W. 


Sterna minuTa L. [*B. 294.] 
$. July 1, near Gop. 


Arpetta MINUTA (L.). [B. 296; W. 563.] 
9. May 28, Kermanshah District. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE IL. 


The accompanying map (Plate H.) shews all the places mentioned by 
Mr. Woosnam upon his labels, which it has been possible to identify. 
The route-line must be regarded as approximate, since it only 
represents a line drawn through these localities and is intended 
merely to assist reference. The altitudes given in the figures under 
the names are in English feet, and must likewise be regarded as 
approximate, for they are also taken from Mr. Woosnam’s labels, 
and vary according to the spot at which he shot the bird, and 
do not exactly represent the altitude of the town or village near 
which the bird was obtained. The following is an itinerary based 
on the labels :— 


Bushire, Feb. 10-14. 

KXhisht River (near Bushire), 
Feb. 14. 

Ahwaz, Feb. 26-28. 


Tiran, May 8, 
Teridan, May 9-11. 
Barbarud, May 11-12. 
Burujird, May 14-18. 


Bund-i-Kar, March 2-6. 
Shuteit River, March 8. 
Diz River, March 10-11. 
Dizful, Mareh 12. 

Shus, March 14-19. 
Shuster, March 21. 


Shuteit River, March 23-26. 


Ahwaz, March 28-30. 
Ram Hormuz, April 2-6. 
Mal Amir, April 8-10, 
Deh-i-Diz, April 14. 
Dopulan, April 18. 
Ardal, April 20-21. 
Shalamzar, April 21-25. 


Bagh-i-Badaran (near Ispahan), 


April 24, 


Bagh-i-Naksh (near Ispahan), 


April 25. 
Ispahan, April 26-30. 


Sahna, May 20. 

Bisitun, May 21. 
Kermanshah, May 26-28, 
Takht-i-Suleiman, May 20. 
Sehna, June 1. 

Divandere. June 2. 

Sakiz, June 4. 

Suj Bulak, June &. 

Lake Urmia, June 9-15. 
Diza, June 16. 

Bashkala, June 16-20. 
Lake Van, June 21-30. 
Gop, July 1. 

Erzerum, July 8. 

Tortum River, July 10-12. 
Arab Keni, July 15-16. 
Baibort, July 19-21, 
Sumela, July 22-26, 


| Trebizond. 


LV.—On the Birds of Blanquilla Island, Venezuela. 
By Percy R. Lowe, B.A., M.B., &e. 


So far as I am aware, there are no previous records of 
the avifauna of this island. Count Dalmas visited it a 
few years ago, but published no account of his researches. 
Blanquila is a pear-shaped island, 64 miles long by over 
3 miles wide, with its cone and base lying due north and 


